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The Construction Zone: PVC Jump
and Detachable Wings

This jump design resulted from having
many short scrap pieces of PVC pipe
on hand, a number of “ground-bar
jumps” that needed to be converted
to freestanding jumps, and a wish for
minimal, lightweight wings that could
be easily disconnected and moved
around. By Sadie Swanson

Returning to Agility Competition
After Treatment for Jump Down
Syndrome

JDS is a possibility in sport dogs

with persistent forelimb lameness
where there is no obvious cause, and
discomfort is isolated to the elbows
or shoulders. By Desmond Tan, BVSc
(Hons) and Sherman O. Canapp, Jr.,
DVM, MS, CCRT, DACVS-SA, DACVSMR
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A Playful Bond of Mutual Trust Is the
Rock on Which My Training Will Stand
A beautifully fluid agility run isn't
something a dog can be forced to do.
It is the result of building the skills
and taking them out into the world. A
rock solid belief in your dog, and his
rock solid belief in you, will take your
training further than you ever thought
possible. By Kathy Lofthouse

Cover

13 As the World Turns:
Lateral Push
The lateral push is a technique
in which the handler has lateral
distance from the dog’s line and
is“pushing” on the line with her
handling elements in order to cue
the dog to an obstacle.
By Mary Ellen Barry

21 Puppy Skills for Total Team
Performance: All About
Tug Toys
To use toys in training effectively,
you must teach your puppy that
he cannot grab at toys in your
hand without being given permis-
sion to engage, and he must earn
the chance to play by following
your handling. By Frankie Joiris
and Chris Ott

Features

5 Editorializing: What the Breed Ring
Taught Me about Agility
Early in my conformation days, I was crushed
when the judge didn't point at my dog. But I
finally figured it out. If I was going to show dogs,
Id better start enjoying the journey. I brought that
lesson to agility. By Linda Summersgill

10 On Course with Laura Hartwick

This Santa Cruz, California resident is a profes-
sional trainer; horse trainer, that is, not dog train-
er. She is making a name for herself in the agility
world with her TeamSmallDog blog, her quirky
sense of humor, and her passion for the sport.

By Sally Silverman

30 Sense of Self: Sportsmanship—Team
Whether competing in an official team event or
on the greater “team” that is sport, it is critical that
we come together as teammates. Poor sportsman-
ship can derail teammate and competitor relation-
ships quickly and, as a result, stunt the progression

of our sport. By Tori Self

33 Power Paws Drills:

Mostly Meat ‘N Potatoes Box

Hone your skills with some basic boxwork com-
bined with slightly tough weave entries with tun-
nel discrimination. This setup gives you lots of
opportunity to work 270s, front and rear crosses,
weave entries and exits, and tunnel pulls.

By Nancy Gyes

47 Judge’s Eye: R RR Aaargh!, Part 1
The R in AKC agility is more complex than
the R in other organizations. While the R in AKC
means a refusal was called, confusion can happen
because there are two different types of refusals.
By Cindy Deak

50 Canine Training and Behavior Q&A

Do things your dog sees or hears while you're out
walking him cause him to worry or react inap-
propriately? Here are three tips to turn your dog’s

worry into confidence! By Tom Mitchell

58 How to Train Legendary Lead-Outs, Part 2

Whether you are an athletic handler, slow handler,
or physically challenged handler, long lead-outs
can help your dog have a speedy and accurate
head start on many courses. By Kristy Netzer

Columns
6 Tip of the Month By Lisa Potts

7  Everything You Always Wanted to Know
About Agility... By Brenna Fender

8 Backyard Dogs By Dudley Fontaine
24
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The Judge’s Debriefing By Lavonda Herring
Letters to the Editor
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42 Working Multiple Dogs
Without Losing Your Mind,
Part 1
Agility is fun and arousing, and
if you are training multiple dogs,
your extra dogs may want in the
game now!| said NOW! So, what
tools do you need to achieve
patience and control in your pack
of screaming banshees?

By Pamela Dennison

62 Novice and Beyond—

A Survival Guide: What's in
Your Toolbox?

We all have an agility toolbox, but
is yours the best assembly of tools
for you and your dog? This month
we'll look at the basic tools need-
ed doing agility: tools to control
your dog and tools to navigate the
courses. By Sandy Rogers

Cover Dog

Lazy Days Hooked On A Feeling
UDX2, OM3, RN, MX, MXB, MXJ, MJB,
MXF ak.a. Dottie-O, a 7-year-old Great
Dane owned by Gayle L. & Michael J.
Smith of Ohio. Photo by Cathi Winkles
Photography.
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